
Building a Better Reader at Home

Comprehension 
getting meaning from text – is 
the purpose of reading.

Comprehension requires the 
reader to actively process the 
text, self-monitor for 
understanding, and apply 
various strategies when 
something doesn’t make 
sense.  

The next page gives 
bookmarks that you can use 
to help your student with 
comprehension when reading 
at home.  

Writing That Makes 
Sense 

As your child first learns to write, 
their stories may not always 
make sense to others. Help their 
writing flow logically with these 
ideas: 

1. Even if your child isn’t writing 
sentences yet, they can tell 
you stories.  As they describe 
the new class pet or 
something funny that 
happened at lunch, you can 
jot down their tale. 

2. Let your child read their 
stories to you. Ask questions 
to encourage them to add 
information (“What did you 
do with your friends at 
recess?”) or to clear up a 
confusing part (“Who said 
‘Let’s go home’ – you or your 
brother.)

3. Encourage your child to 
maintain a journal or a 
computer file in which to jot 
down thoughts or questions. 



Comprehension Bookmark 1
Story Retelling

Main Characters
Who is the story about?  Be sure to use 

the characters’ names!

Setting
Where does the story take place?  Does 

the setting change?

Kick Off
How does the author “kick off” the story 
to get us started at the very beginning?

Beginning
Tell the important events that happened 

at the beginning of the story.

Middle
Tell the important events that happened 
in the middle.  What was the problem?

End
Tell the important events from the end of 
the story.  How was the problem solved?

Wrap Up
What happens at the end of the story?  
What is the author trying to teach you?

Comprehension Bookmark 2
Before Reading, During Reading, 

After Reading Questions
Fiction Text

Before Reading
What does the cover tell you about the book? 
What do you think the book will be about? 
What do you already know about this book? 
What do I think is going to happen? 
Why did the author choose this title? 
When did the story take place? 
Who do you think the story will be about?
Do you know anything about the author or other 
books he/she has written?

During Reading
What do you think will happen next? 
What is the problem in the book? 
How do you think the problem is going to be 
solved? 
Why do you think the character did that? 
When you were reading this part, what were you 
picturing in your head?
How does the character feel? 
Why did __________ happen? 
Would you be friends with _______? 
What might happen if __________?

After Reading
Tell about a part that you liked or disliked and 
tell why?
What do you think the author is trying to tell you 
in this story? 
What do you think was the most important thing 
that happened in the story?  Why do you think 
that was important?
How did you feel when ______? 
What would have happened if _____? 
Describe how a character changed throughout 
the book. 
Which of the characters did you like best?  Why? 
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